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Employees across the university have spent 
the past few weeks getting used to their new po-
sitions after being moved, or “bumped” into 
them during the week of Spring Break.
Because of civil service rules, civil service em-
ployees with enough seniority in their positions 
had the ability to choose to bump into a new 
position instead of being laid off
These layoffs and bumpings are a result of a 
10-month budget impasse that has stopped the 
university from receiving a state appropriation.
Jaime Hendrix, now the office administra-
tor for the communication studies, was bumped 
from her position as an administrative aide in 
technology, a job that gave her a few more re-
sponsibilities. Although this move was originally 
a demotion, this did not affect Hendrix’s salary.
For Hendrix, the hardest part of being 
bumped was the circumstances surrounding the 
bumping, as it was emotional for the last office 
administrator to leave her position.
“The person who was here was laid off, and 
I can tell she was really good at what she did, 
so it’s sad to know someone who cared so much 
about their job and was so integral to the de-
partment was taken out of her job,” Hendrix 
said.
She said to be being picked out and moved 
from a job is also hard emotionally and wait-
ing for the email that would tell her where she 
would move to was stressful.
Hendrix has a husband and three kids, one of 
who is going to college in the fall, and all their 
insurance is through Eastern.
When making the decision to bump into a 
new job, Hendrix said she knew if she could stay 
at Eastern she would have to.
“It was hard knowing I was going to bump 
someone, but as far as taking care of my family 
I had to say yes,” Hendrix said. “And that’s what 
makes it so unfortunate. Saying yes to the bump 
and saying yes to staying on campus means 
someone else has to leave.”
Despite these difficult choices, Hendrix said 
everyone has been welcoming and helpful to her 
during her transition.
Working in the technology department for 
three years, Hendrix had built many relation-
ships with her colleagues, making it hard to say 
goodbye.
“You’re still on campus, but once you’re out-
side that department, you’re busy with what 
you’re doing and you don’t get to go back and 
see people,” Hendrix said.
As administrative aide, Hendrix supervised 
other staff members and was given more over-
sight over financial aspects of the department, 
letting her make more independent decisions.
Hendrix has had to learn about different 
events, such as Communication Day, and get to 
know the new people she now works with.
A.J. Walsh, a communication studies profes-
sor, said people are not interchangeable when it 
comes to their job duties.
“We’ve lost a lot of institutional memory. We 
lost somebody who had five years of experience 
in comm studies by someone who had more 
knowledge somewhere else,” Walsh said.
She said there are certain things people need 
to learn about, such as a projector that does not 
work or a printer that works oddly.
“The person that always does those little 
things, you start to realize when that person is 
gone you don’t have someone who knows all 
those ins and outs,” Walsh said. “It’s like being 
in a relationship with someone. You know their 
quirks, you know things.”
Felicia Magee, office support specialist for 
Taylor and Lawson Hall, has had to deal with 
many jobs changes over the last 10 years that she 
has been at Eastern.
She started off working as an office support 
specialist for Carman Hall for six months. After 
being bumped from this job, she worked in fi-
nancial aid, then family and consumer sciences. 
After that, she upgraded as the office manager 
in the science department before being bumped 
back to Taylor Hall during the last round of 
bumping.
“I just kind of rolled with the punches,” Ma-
gee said. “I’m a kind of go-with-the-flow person. 
I’m not opposed to change.”
Magee said wherever she ended up she would 
make it work.
When Magee was given her layoff notice, she 
knew she had bumping rights, but she did not 
know where exactly her new position would be.
“At this point, I’m just happy to have a job,” 
Magee said.
When Magee went into the office on her first 
day at Taylor and Lawson halls, Mark Hudson, 
the director of Housing and Dining, told her, 
“Welcome Home.”
“It was like coming home because I still knew 
a lot of the people up there,” Magee said.
Campus employees move into new jobs
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By Lynnsey Veach
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
A new Aldi grocery store will be opening this 
fall in Charleston that will benefit the commu-
nity, according to Mayor Brandon Combs.
Combs made the announcement of the store 
opening at the city council meeting on Tuesday 
and said the construction will start in May. Aldi 
will be located across from Wal-Mart, at 2240 
Shawnee Drive. 
“The new Aldi store location will provide an 
additional option for residents in central Illinois 
who are looking to stretch their dollars with-
out compromising quality,” Combs said. “It’s an 
honor to be able to announce this, it’s anoth-
er big project we have coming our way here in 
Charleston.”
Combs said he is very appreciative of all the 
help the council has put towards new projects, 
and he said it is an exciting time to be mayor de-
spite the challenges our state is facing.  
“We’re not letting that get us down, and we 
are just going to continue to look forward,” 
Combs said. “The state will come through and 
things with Eastern will come through, but 
in the meantime, we’re picking up some slack 
here.”
By Analicia Haynes
Administration Editor | @Haynes1943
With the recent reduction of shuttle bus 
hours, students are learning to cope with the 
effects of not having a state budget, which in-
cludes sacrificing their late night emergency 
trips to Wal-Mart.
Lynnette Drake, the interim vice president for 
student affairs, first introduced the revisions to 
the shuttle bus hours at a March 2 Student Sen-
ate meeting.
Drake said the two positions for bus drivers 
that became vacant last semester could not be 
filled because of the recent layoffs and hiring 
freeze resulting from the lack of state funding.
Because they were unable to fill the positions 
and the state is still without a budget, the shuttle 
bus hours were cut. 
The new schedule was based on the times 
during the day when students typically used the 
bus more, Drake said at the meeting. 
Prior to spring break, the bus ran Monday 
through Wednesday from 7:30 a.m. to mid-
night, Thursday through Friday from 7:30 to 
1:30 a.m., Saturday 2 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. and 
Sunday 2 p.m. to midnight. 
But as of March 21st, the bus runs Monday 
through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. and 
Saturday through Sunday from 3 to 9 p.m. 
Currently, there are only two full time driv-
ers and one part time driver as well as five sub-
stitutes that fill in when needed.
Kenneth Keigley, the part time bus driver, 
said Tuesday that the situation is unfortunate 
but considering the circumstances, the universi-
ty is doing a great job. 
“Sometimes I’m sorry that it is shortened be-
cause I don’t think that we’re delivering the ser-
vice that we should,” Keigley said. “But I under-
stand that there is a financial need there and ev-
erybody has to cut back until the state passes the 
budget.”
Keigley said Lt. John Hatfill, the interim chief 
of police, and Jennifer Sipes, the special assis-
tant to the vice president for student affairs, met 
with all of the drivers and discussed the sched-
ule change. 
Though the change may seem drastic, Drake 
said the original plan was to stop the bus at 7 
p.m.
However, Drake said at the Student Senate 
meeting that because Keigley was able to put in 
extra hours they were able to extend the time to 
9 p.m.
“The new hours should get us through the se-
mester,” Drake said in an email. “We hope that 
funding is restored and we can go back to the 
previous schedule again in the future.”
Iridian Guardado, a sophomore sociology 
major, said she did not know about the shuttle 
bus change until Tuesday night. 
“I feel like they should put up a sign that they 
switched the times because I didn’t know that 
until now,” Guardado said.
Guardado said she has to plan around the bus 
schedule, making sure she includes a time to go 
shopping when she needs to. 
“Now this means I have to carry more grocer-
ies at one time because I don’t have a car,” Guar-
dado said. 
Emily Stockdale, a sophomore family and 
consumer sciences major, said she learned about 
the time change after waiting for the bus to pick 
her up at 9:30 p.m. in front of Andrews Hall. 
“I usually don’t have time to go shopping un-
til later in the day because I’m so busy during 
the day,” Stockdale said.
Students react to bus schedule changes
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Kenneth Keigley, the third shuttle bus driver, takes a couple of minutes from work to pose for 
a photo Tuesday in front of Andrews Hall. 
TOP CAT
Kylie Bennett, senior first 
basemen for Panther softball, 
is this week’s Top Cat.
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IT’S ALL GREEK TO ME
Fraternities and sororities tested their 
trivia knowledge Tuesday night as 
part of the ongoing Greek Week 2016.
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By T’Nerra Butler
Multicultural Editor |@DEN_News
Greek Week’s Trivia Night incor-
porated entertainment, sports, inter-
national and random facts into a few 
rounds to keep the Greeks of campus 
guessing.
Questions were set up in six 
rounds, and each Greek organization 
earned points for answering correctly. 
During the end of each round, facili-
tators tallied up the points earned by 
members. 
7th Street Underground was filled 
with Greeks mingling and laughing 
in between rounds awaiting their next 
set of questions. 
One round was all about East-
ern History and asked questions like 
“Who wrote the Alma Mater?” and 
“How many undergraduate programs 
are offered at Eastern?” 
With each question asked, students 
enthusiastically talked amongst team 
members to score a point. 
Phones were out of hands and 
placed in the middle of the table to 
ensure that no one would have the 
upper hand in the game. 
This also allowed the students to 
chat and stay off of their devices for 
the duration of the event. 
At the end of the night, it was de-
termined that Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
Fraternity and Sigma Sigma Sigma 
Sorority were the winners among all 
who participated. 
Matthew Jacks, a senior communi-
cation studies major from Sigma Nu 
Fraternity, said the night showed that 
the Greeks of campus are one. 
“Greek life isn’t always about party-
ing,” Jacks said. “It’s also about com-
ing together to functions and having 
fun soberly.”
Kylie Farison, a sophomore com-
munication disorders and scienc-
es major and member of Delta Delta 
Delta Sorority, said the friendly com-
petition of the night shows another 
side of Greek Week. 
She said it is not all about pulling 
a rope or singing, but other things as 
well.  She said it gave her a chance to 
show off her random knowledge.
“A lot of it is stuff that we don’t talk 
about in class, just things that you 
might happen to know,” Farison said.
The emcee of the night, Mike Har-
tung, a junior middle level educa-
tion major, also organized the event 
and said the week shows togetherness 
within the Greek organizations. Har-
tung is a member of Sigma Nu.
“Throughout the year, everyone 
can be in their own corners and this 
week lets people get out of their com-
fort zones and gets them having fun,” 
Hartung said. “It really does bring life 
into the campus because a lot of peo-
ple are a part of Greek life.
Brian Liskovec, a senior communi-
cation studies major, is a member of 
Delta Chi and said one misconcep-
tion about Greeks is that they do not 
give back to the community, but the 
organizations are built off striving to 
be charitable.
“We do a lot more than people 
think,” Liskovec said “I think we get 
looked at under a negative light and 
are labeled as partyers, but it’s more 
than that.”
During the night Greeks gave up 
their spare change in Coin Wars. The 
proceeds from the money collected 
go to the Community Service Office, 
which will decide what organization 
to donate to.
T’Nerra Butler can be reached 
at 581-2812 or tabutler@eiu.edu.
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Greeks test knowledge in Trivia Night
HERC to teach healthy breakfast course
By Cierra Bough 
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News 
The Health Education Resource 
Center will be hosting a class to teach 
students how to make quick, easy 
and healthy breakfast recipes at 6:30 
p.m.Wednesday in Klehm Hall.  
“Healthy Cooking 101: All-Day 
Breakfast” aims to teach students who 
find it challenging to find the time to 
eat breakfast before class.
A variety of breakfast foods will 
be made during the class, includ-
ing smoothies, breakfast wraps, mini 
quiches and banana pancakes. 
Caroline Weber, the nutrition pro-
motion coordinator for the HERC, 
said many students often skip break-
fast.
“Healthy Cooking 101 is a fun in-
teractive class where students can 
taste what they make,” Weber said. 
The recipes taught at Healthy 
Cooking 101 will be presented in 
bulk so students will be able to pre-
pare for breakfast ahead of time for 
their busier mornings. 
 “Students can prepare several 
days worth of breakfast to comple-
ment their busy schedules and can 
eat a pre-made breakfast during a 
busy morning,” Weber said. “The rec-
ipes are balanced with fruits, vegeta-
bles, whole grains, protein and low-
fat dairy.” 
Weber described the recipes as 
lower in fat, sodium and added sug-
ar compared to traditional breakfast 
foods. 
 “(The cooking class) is fun. Bring 
your friends and learn a new recipe 
with no risks. Secondly, healthy cook-
ing is an important skill for lifelong 
health,” Weber said. 
The class is free, and anyone inter-
ested in can register by visiting the 
HERC’s website. 
The HERC has hosted healthy 
cooking classes before, including one 
on Valentine’s Day that taught stu-
dents how to make healthy deserts, 
and in March, the HERC hosted a 
cooking class with a Springtime Fi-
esta theme, teaching students how to 
make healthy Tex-Mex recipes. 
In addition to healthy cooking 
classes, the HERC offers programs 
such as health programming in the ar-
eas of alcohol, tobacco, and drug pre-
vention and education, flu and cold 
prevention and education and sexual 
health education. 
The HERC’s goals include reduc-
ing alcohol consumption rates and re-
lated harm, sexual health risks and re-
lated harm and tobacco use rates and 
harm in order to increase positive nu-
trition-related behaviors, and posi-
tive sleep behaviors, as well as prevent 
cold and flu transmission.  
Resident assistants, professors, and 
registered student organizations can 
request presentations and programs 
by filling out a request form on the 
HERC’s website. 
Cierra Bough can be reached 
at 581-2812 or ccbough@eiu.edu.
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Members of Delta Chi Fraternity discuss answers to one of the questions Tuesday during Greek Week Trivia Night 
at 7th Street Underground in the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union. 
“Greek life isn't always about partying. It's also about 
coming together to functions and having fun soberly.”
-Matthew Jacks, senior communication studies major in Sigma Nu
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By T’Nerra Butler
Multicultural Editor|@DEN_News
Students are showcasing their 
speech talents on campus and show-
ing Eastern what helped them in their 
success at nationals.
The EIU Forensics Team, better 
known as the EIU Speech Team, com-
peted in Lexington, Ky. at the Pi Kap-
pa Delta National Tournament this 
year. 
In different rounds, students rep-
resenting Eastern showed what they 
were working on throughout the se-
mester.
The Speech Team Showcase is 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday in the Lecture Hall 
of Coleman Hall.
Marques Brown, the president 
of the speech team, has been on the 
team for two years and said the team 
was fairly small when he first joined. 
He said the showing in Lexington 
was the most successful one in the 
team’s history. 
The team will share the sections of 
the competition that were successful 
at the tournament during the show-
case, Brown said.
Brown also said attendees should 
look forward to seeing two kinds of 
speeches, impromptu and interpreta-
tion, at the showcase. 
Edwyn Mitchell, a freshman polit-
ical science major, said his speeches 
will deal with race and gender. 
He said the team has allowed him a 
platform to speak about the things he 
is passionate about. 
He said one of his speeches will fo-
cus on the struggles of gay black men 
during the Harlem Renaissance.
“We’ll be giving a lot of insight on 
issues that are sometimes overlooked,” 
Mitchell said.
Majority of the speeches this year 
will be centered on social justice is-
sues, Brown said.
The speeches will be under 10 min-
utes and five students will be perform-
ing throughout the night.
The students have been preparing 
for this showcase throughout the year. 
They have combined their most suc-
cessful speeches and showing what 
they have done well on during the 
year. 
Mitchell said he only applied to 
schools that had speech teams and af-
ter meeting Brown, he dove right into 
the speech world.
“For me as a freshman, it has giv-
en me a sense of belonging,” Mitch-
ell said.
Brown said he had a goal of build-
ing the team up and making it suc-
cessful. 
He said the team has bloomed 
since he first arrived on campus and 
going to nationals proved that.
“This has allowed us to create a 
voice in the communication studies 
department,” Brown said. “I want to 
continue this throughout the rest of 
my life.”
Brown said this has been a build-
ing year for the team and they look 
forward to sharing their talents with 
Eastern through the showcase. 
T’Nerra Butler can be reached 
at 581-2812 or tabutler@eiu.edu.
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Speech team showcases talents, hard work
Senate speaker candidates present platforms
FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Bethany Oxford, a psychology major, and Marques Brown, a communication studies major, perform a speech in 
April 2015 about the racism portrayed in Disney movies during the EIU Speech Team Spring Showcase in Coleman 
Hall. This year, the Speech Team Showcase will be at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday in the Lecture Hall in Coleman. 
“This has allowed us 
to create a voice in the 
communication studies 
department. I want to 
continue this throughout 
the rest of my life.”
-Marques Brown, speech team 
president
By Analicia Haynes
Administration Editor | @Haynes1943
 
The Student Senate will listen to 
presentations from candidates run-
ning for speaker of the senate and 
will vote on a bill and a bylaw change 
at its meeting at 7 p.m. Wednesday 
in the Arcola-Tuscola Room of the 
Martin Luther King Jr. University 
Union.
The candidates for the future 
speaker of the senate will also intro-
duce themselves to the senate and 
present their platforms. 
Student Body President Shirmeen 
Ahmad said two candidates are run-
ning for speaker. 
Katie St. John, the student exter-
nal affairs committee chair, and Chris 
Pickard, the student university en-
hancement committee chair, will be 
giving their speeches for the position.
Ahmad said because the new sen-
ators get sworn Wednesday, the can-
didates for speaker only give their 
speeches and answer questions. 
 “It gives everyone a week to pro-
cess what the candidate is saying, and 
they really get to know who would 
take over,” Ahmad said. 
Senators will vote on the speaker 
at next week’s meeting.
The student university enhance-
ment committee will be giving a pre-
sentation on their bill, which calls for 
the purchase of four recycling lids.
“The university enhancement 
committee, along with the help of 
the former campus sustainability co-
ordinator, has determined that four 
new lids can help address this issue 
at the four receptacles between Cole-
man, Lumpkin and Klehm halls,” ac-
cording to the rationale.
The bill asks for the release of 
$430 from the student government 
budget.
The lids will be ordered from Pi-
lot Rock, the company that supplied 
the current cans and lids on campus.
“The new lids would have a much 
bugger opening and allow the ease 
of use in these high traffic areas,” ac-
cording to the rationale.
Pickard will also be presenting the 
bill and answering senator questions.
St. John will present the bylaw 
change as well. 
According to the rationale, the by-
law change is meant to clear up con-
fusion regarding the responsibilities 
the committee and the chair have. 
“The reason for the majority of 
the changes is because the commit-
tee does not need to be comprised 
of non-voting members as we do 
not vote on much in our commit-
tee, rather plan different events that 
include the Charleston and Eastern 
community,” according to the ratio-
nale.
Analicia Haynes can be reached at 
581-2812 or achaynes@eiu.edu.
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Appreciate 
the value of 
names
Trying to Find the Cure to Senioritis
Give back, reach out to communities
Mace Mackiewicz is a senior journalism major. He can 
be reached at 581-2812 or mmmackiewicz@eiu.edu.
Shelby Niehaus is a junior English and English lan-
guage arts major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or sc-
niehaus@eiu.edu.
Shelby Niehaus
There is a man who lives on Frontage 
Road in my hometown. He owns a hotel 
and calls himself Neil. I frequently see him 
in my gas station when he needs fuel or 
feels like playing instant lottery. We stand 
around and chat a lot: sometimes about his 
business, sometimes about his kids.
He has a rewards card at my store. When 
I scan it at the register, his name is differ-
ent. It’s a Gujarati name.
It isn’t a long name. It isn’t complicat-
ed. It doesn’t even incorporate sounds that 
aren’t common in English. Still, he intro-
duces himself as Neil to his mostly Cauca-
sian neighbors.
He wants desperately to be accepted into 
the community like the county coroner and 
the mechanic and the grocer are, but he’s 
one of the only Indians in town, and even 
the locals who have known him for years 
tend to keep him at arm’s length. His Amer-
icanized name helps other people accept 
him as a part of our community better.
It’s still sad to watch him use a nickname, 
however. His name is significant to him and 
to his origins. His kids proudly wear their 
own Gujarati names with pride.
The problem lies with those of use whose 
names are “normal”— the ones of us who 
have European names or commonly used 
names. We enjoy the comforts of having our 
names pronounced correctly every day. We 
usually aren’t asked where our family comes 
from and how to make that just-right sound 
at the center of our given names, or if may-
be, just for this once, we could use a nick-
name—something more palatable for our 
friends and associates who aren’t willing to 
learn something new.
Stop proposing nicknames as a peace 
offering to people whose names you can’t 
pronounce. Learn how to pronounce a new 
name and commit to that new name. It’s an 
integral part of someone’s humanity, their 
origins and their family history.
Additionally, stop making fun of names 
that sound odd. This is an issue that usual-
ly affects African-Americans, but often falls 
on foreign-sounding or uncommon names 
as well. A name is an intensely personal 
part of someone’s life, and your opinion has 
nothing to do with the history packed into 
a name. 
Imagine how it feels when your name is 
butchered. Do you feel offended? Do you 
feel like a part of you has been trampled on 
by circumstance or by an uncaring other?
Imagine how that feels when your name 
is uncommon or foreign. Translate that feel-
ing into a constant sensation.
Don’t let someone else be belittled con-
stantly by your insistence on butchering 
names and passing out placeholder titles. 
Learn to pronounce every name of every 
person in your life and uphold the value 
of their names as a marker of their person-
hood.
Mace Mackiewicz
Going to college is one of the end-all, 
be-all goals for a lot of younger people, and 
while a lot of high school students dream of 
going off to attend the university of their 
choosing, the reality is that many of the 
students might not able to do so.
Especially for minority students, college 
is not something that is affordable for their 
families and instead of going to school, 
they graduate from high school or they 
obtain a GED and go straight to work. 
Now this is not true for all minority 
students, but for those who are fortunate 
enough to attend college, it is important to 
sort of give back in a way and become the 
example for other minority students to fol-
low.
Eastern has a Latino Call Night in which 
current students were able to call Latino 
students who have already been admitted to 
Eastern about the upcoming Latino Student 
Admit day on April 15. 
This is one of those moments that stu-
dents should take advantage and help diver-
sify not only at Eastern but at other colleg-
es around the country as well.
According to the Pew Research Cen-
ter, with sources from the U.S. Department 
of Education, approximately 42 percent of 
students enrolled in universities in 2012 
were listed as minorities. 
According to the student demograph-
ics provided by Eastern for the 2015 fall 
semester, 2,500 students identified as part 
of an ethnic group that was not Caucasian.
This was approximately 29.3 percent of 
Eastern’s total 8,520 student population. 
While the numbers seem low, they are 
actually rising nationally and continue to 
rise every year, according to the Huffington 
Post and U.S. News. This is possible with 
programs like Latino Call Night presented 
here at Eastern.
The minority students who are in college 
should take their being in college as a huge 
achievement, and for some of them, they 
may be the first in their family to go to col-
lege, and this is setting a precedent.
It is important to give back and inspire 
other minority students to consider going 
to college if it is something that they want 
to pursue. 
Not just people in your families or in 
your neighborhoods, but minorities all over 
the country should feel inspired by those 
already in colleges and universities across 
the nation. 
It is also on the minority students in 
these various institutions to take the time 
to give back and help others to become as 
successful as themselves. 
Being successful is only as important as 
the people who help you reach the pinnacle 
of greatness, and everyone, no matter what 
race you are, deserves the chance to make 
yourself a success.
JEHAD ABBED | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Superhero films should take time to make 
Let me start out by saying I personally have 
no problems with comic book/superhero mov-
ies. 
I don’t get obsessive over them like people 
who consider themselves part of a “fandom” 
do, but there are really good movies based on 
comic books out there.
That being said, I think DC and Warner 
Bros. need to rearrange what they’re doing 
with their superhero movies. 
Marvel was successful in making an inter-
locked universe over several films because they 
took their time and gave most of the charac-
ters individual attention.
DC is coming off as extremely reactionary 
to how Marvel and other studios have done 
things. 
For example, after “Deadpool” became the 
most successful R-rated movie, they immedi-
ately announced an R-rated cut of “Batman v 
Superman.”
After critics panned “Batman v Superman” 
for several reasons, including being too grim 
and not light hearted at all, DC announced 
they would be spending millions of dollars to 
reshoot scenes for “Suicide Squad” to make it 
more “goofy.”
And don’t even get me started on Jar-
ed Leto’s Joker. As soon as the first image 
was leaked and people made fun of it, DC 
announced the photo was “a tribute” before 
the first trailer revealed that no, that’s actually 
what he’s going to look like in the film.
There are a bunch of “stories” floating 
around in entertainment media about how the 
other actors are “scared” and how “intense” 
Leto is as the Joker. 
When you have to do these kinds of PR 
stunts instead of letting the performance talk 
for itself, there’s a chance you’re doing some-
thing wrong.
It’s coming off like they can’t figure out 
what they want with these properties that they 
own so they’re looking to the successful people 
for ideas instead of creating their own stand-
alone vision for their films.
Instead of doing individual superhero mov-
ies over a few years, they’re looking to mash 
them up all at once, which is an awful idea for 
many reasons. 
Not the least bit being that their mov-
ies will be inaccessible to the casual viewer of 
films. 
If you have to have tertiary knowledge out-
side of what the film gives you to understand 
what you’re seeing you’re not doing a very 
good job of telling a story. 
“Batman v Superman” is proof of this 
with showing characters and powers in dream 
sequences/visions with no context and expect-
ing the audience to just understand it.
Christopher Nolan understood this with his 
“Dark Knight” trilogy, and those are some of 
the best Batman/superhero movies out there. 
All three standalone, and you don’t have to 
read the comics to keep up with the story. 
Everything on the screen is actually 
explained and characterized so that the audi-
ence can actually understand and care about 
what is happening.
It’s OK to hide little Easter eggs that refer-
ence the comics in the movies. 
Pretty much all the Marvel films do this, 
but when the references to the comics are 
absolutely necessary to understand the film 
and aren’t explained at all, you’re needlessly 
isolating a bunch of potential fans.
If DC wants to be able to compete with 
Marvel, they need to take their time, back up 
a little, and develop their characters. 
Otherwise the Justice League movie is 
going to be a huge, incomprehensible mess.
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Technology graduate student M. Kaixiang Lu plays the Chinese Bamboo Flute with special education professor Mei-Ling Li on piano during the Taste of 
Asia on Tuesday in the atrium of the Doudna Fine Arts Center. The event kicked off Asian Heritage Month.
Woodwind Wonderland
By Abbey Whittington 
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News
Lincoln, Stevenson and Douglas 
halls will be hosting their own talent 
show, “Mic Madness,” at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday in the east lobby of Steven-
son Hall.
Amy Gebka, a resident assistant for 
Stevenson Hall, said she was in charge 
of this month’s event planning com-
mittee for her hall.
This is not the first time the resi-
dent assistants from the three halls 
have put together a talent show for 
their residents, Gebka said. She said 
all three residence halls put on their 
own talent shows to celebrate their 
residents’ communities. 
 “There is a group of RAs and a 
graduate student who work as a team 
to think of something fun for resi-
dents to do and get involved,” Geb-
ka said. “This is our second year we 
have done a talent show. It seems to 
be something the residents like.” 
Students who reside in the three 
halls and are interested in being a 
part of the talent show can sign up on 
one of the many sheets placed around 
Lincoln, Stevenson and Douglas. 
Gebka said the talent show is a good 
way for students to show support not 
only for their friends but also the en-
tire Eastern community.
“We encourage residents to come 
and participate in the event by either 
performing or by coming to watch 
and support their friends and neigh-
bors,” Gebka said. 
Gebka said they have already had a 
few residents sign up to perform. 
“There is no cap on how many 
people can perform,” Gebka said. 
“Right now we have about eight peo-
ple signed up, but if someone comes 
to the talent show and decides then 
and there that they want to perform, 
they are more than welcome to. The 
more the merrier.”
Performances during the show will 
feature students performing their own 
talents including singing, playing dif-
ferent musical instruments and danc-
ing. There will also be pizza served to 
guests during the talent show.  
“Mic Madness” will not be a com-
petition between performers; rather, it 
will serve as a showcase for residents 
to get together and show off, Gebka 
said.
“Everyone will be a talented res-
ident. There is not going to be an 
overall winner,” Gebka said. “The 
prize is showing off your talent.” 
The show will be free for and wel-
coming to all students even if they are 
not residents of Lincoln, Stevenson 
and Douglas.
Abbey Whittington can be reached 
at 581-2812 or anwhittington@eiu.
As she has worked in a residence 
hall before, she is used to this set-
ting, though the number of stu-
dents  have  changed and more 
things are being done online.
The people at Taylor Hall are 
helpful, Magee said, and if she has 
questions she can usually ask some-
body.
“I love working with the stu-
dents so this has been fun,” Magee 
said.
Although civil service employ-
ees got the choice to bump if they 
had enough seniority, some chose 
to take the layoff.
Human Resources officer Car-
ol Galey said only a few chose this 
option for personal reasons.
Beth Kastl, who used to be an 
office administrator in the journal-
ism department, is one of the peo-
ple who chose to take the layoff.
However, during the week of 
Spring Break, Human Resourc-
es called Kastl and said there was a 
temporary position open in the Of-
fice of Testing and Evaluation.
Galey said this was a different 
circumstance, as President David 
Glassman wanted someone in this 
temporary position to do clerical 
work, such as giving tests to stu-
dents who need accommodations 
for testing and making spread-
sheets, to keep this part of the of-
fice open.
Kastl was to work as an extra 
help clerk in this area as she was 
the first one on the top of the re-
employment register because of her 
seniority; however, she will leave at 
the end of the semester.
Kastl chose to take the layoff be-
cause she did not like the fact that, 
being bumped, she did not know 
which job she would end up with.
“When I took the job at journal-
ism, I interviewed for it, it was a 
good fit,” Kastl said. “I like having 
that control. I have a personal issue 
with it being up in the air.”
She said she is not afraid of be-
ing unemployed, as her daughter 
has insurance through means oth-
er than Eastern.
“I just didn’t like that uncertain-
ty as to where I was going to land, 
and I didn’t like the idea that this 
was my new home, like it or lump 
it,” Kastl said.
She said though people might 
be of the same job class, they may 
have had different duties.
“You’re expected to just slide 
right in there and take over, and 
some people are good at that and 
some people are not,” Kastl said.
 
Cassie Buchman can be reached 
at 581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
» EMPLOYEES, 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Residence halls to host talent show
The council also approved an 
amendment that will give a 3.5 per-
cent increase in sewer and water rates. 
All metered users within corporate 
limits except for Eastern using 1,000 
gallons or less will have a new month-
ly charge of $13.64, rather than the 
current charge of $13.18. 
For the next 9,000 gallons used, 
citizens will be charged monthly 
$13.64 per 1,000 gallons, instead of 
$13.18. If citizens use over 10,000 
gallons, the charge will be $13.12 per 
1,000 gallons, instead of the current 
charge of $12.68. Eastern’s sewer and 
water rate will be a monthly charge of 
$13.12 per 1,000 gallons for all usage 
amounts. 
Citizens within corporate limits us-
ing only water services currently pay 
$11.93 monthly for use of 1,000 gal-
lons or less. Now these users will be 
charged monthly $12.35 as a min-
imum charge for 1,000 gallons or 
less used. For the next 9,000 gallons 
used, users will be charged $12.35 per 
1,000 gallons and $11.35 for the use 
of 10,000 gallons or more. 
In further business, the council ap-
proved an amendment to increase the 
number of liquor licenses from seven 
to a new maximum of eight licenses 
enforced at any time during the year.
The council also approved authori-
zation of city manager R. Scott Smith 
to be allowed to purchase electrical 
services on the city’s behalf at a time 
most convenient to the city. Combs 
said this will let Smith purchase a 
new rate from Homefield Energy of 
.00456 percent, which will remain the 
same for three and a half years. 
The council approved the purchase 
of a new Ford F-150 for the Charles-
ton Fire Department from Pilson 
Auto Center. The agreement includes 
the purchase of the vehicle costing 
no more than $29,750 and the bid-
ding requirement to be waived. The 
council also approved the waiving of 
bidding procedures for the purchase 
of two squad cars from Pilson Auto 
Center. The cars purchased for the 
Charleston Police Department will 
cost no more than $54,722.  
Combs announced the re-appoint-
ment of Steve Hutti to a two-year-
term on the Police Pension Fund 
Board of Trustees and Larry Shobe 
to a one-year-term on the Charleston 
Tree Commission.
Lynnsey Veach can be reached 
at 581-2812 or lnveach@eiu.edu.
» CITY COUNCIL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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WE HAVE WHAT YOU WANT
Quality Housing, Affordable Pricing,
& Great Locations
4 BEDROOM 2 BATH - 1520 9TH STR
3 BEDROOM - 820 Lincoln Ave
2 BEDROOM - 1306 Arthur Ave, 2001 S 12TH STR,
1305 18TH STR, 955 4TH STR, 605 W Grant
1 BEDROOM - 117 W Polk, 905 A STR, 1305 18TH STR, 
1306 & 1308 Arthur Ave, 605 W Grant
CALL 
348-7746
FOR AN APPOINTMENT
OFFICE: 820 LINCOLN AVE
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
117 W Polk - 1 bedroom apartments
Since 1965
ACROSS
 1 “Beg pardon …”
 5 Help in a heist
 9 Looked slack-
jawed
14 Like a neat bed
15 King noted for 
saying “How 
sharper than a 
serpent’s tooth 
it is / To have a 
thankless child!”
16 Still in the 
running
17 “This won’t hurt 
___!”
18 Setting for the 
highest-grossing 
movie of 1939
19 George whose 
name is a lead-in 
to “film”
20 Politician in 
charge of pasta?
23 Early anesthetic
24 ___-Drive, 
popular light-
powered watch
25 Dice tosses
29 Hang in there
34 Comfy shoe
37 Means of 
transportation in 
“Cinderella”
39 “Am I my 
brother’s 
keeper?” brother
40 Pasta, 
apparently?
44 Circus horn 
honker
45 Cotton candy, 
mostly
46 Original “King 
Kong” studio
47 Corrida 
combatant
50 Some used cars, 
informally
52 Hole maker
54 Orchard Field, 
today
58 Card game with 
pasta for stakes?
64 Philip Morris 
brand
65 Word said with a 
handshake
66 Latvia’s capital
67 In the same way
68 1996 Gwyneth 
Paltrow title role
69 H H H
70 Knight’s mount
71 “Angels We Have 
Heard on High,” 
e.g.
72 Mentally together
DOWN
 1 Wow
 2 Something to 
kick or break
 3 British poet/critic 
Sitwell
 4 Job at which one 
excels
 5 Certain sax
 6 Lover boy
 7 Yield, as interest
 8 Tiny amount
 9 Tank unit
10 Reunion 
attendee, briefly
11 12-point type
12 Hunter who 
wrote “The 
Blackboard 
Jungle”
13 ___ Moines
21 Spring blooms
22 Cap material?
26 Sotheby’s 
collection
27 There are three 
for motion
28 Search all over
30 Court figures, 
briefly
31 Foe of the taxi 
industry
32 Stink to high 
heaven
33 Muppet who 
speaks in a 
falsetto
34 Ending with 
second or upper
35 Dessert item 
that was clued 
as “Mountain: 
Comb. form” in 
old crosswords
36 White House 
policy chief
38 Donald Trump 
catchword
41 Bullring cheer
42 Cat’s seat, 
maybe
43 Show exhaustion
48 Went on a tirade
49 Be in hock
51 Beach resort 
locales
53 Filled with cargo
55 Muscular 
Japanese dog
56 Daughter of 
15-Across
57 Expunge
58 Clobber with 
snowballs, say
59 The Gem 
City, so-called 
because of its 
sparkling lake
60 Greek figure on 
many a trophy
61 Jules Verne 
captain
62 Broken, as a 
bronco
63 President Chaim 
Weizmann was 
on its first flight
64 Some postgrad 
degrees
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CLASSIFIEDS
1 & 2 BR Apts. Across from Doudna/
Buzzard buildings. 217-345-2416
_________________________ 4/7
Available Fall 2016. 4 BR, 2 bath. 
Across from Old Main. 549-9151. 
Corrie Rental on Facebook.
_________________________ 4/8
1 & 2 bedroom apartment. Good lo-
cation. Water included new carpet/ 
nice appliances Village Rentals 
(217) 345-2516
________________________ 4/15
1 bedroom apartments summer/
fall. rcr5821@yahoo.com or
217-345-5832.
________________________ 4/15
1 BR Apartment available for 2016-
2017 school year quiet, clean, good 
neighborhood call (217) 827-8737
________________________ 4/15
Fall: 2106 - Affordable-Large, 
Beautiful and Spacious 1 BR Un-
furnished Apts. On the Square 
over Z’s Music. Trash and Water 
Incl-Low Utilities-All New Appli-
ances-Laundry On Site-Apply 
345-2616
________________________ 4/15
GREAT LOCATIONS 1, and 2 bed-
room apts available August 2016 
ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
________________________ 4/15
1 BR apartment available for 2016-
2017 school year. Quiet, clean, 
good neighborhood. Call
217-827-8737.
________________________ 4/15
See our properties at
ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
________________________ 4/15
Looking for budget-minded room-
mates for nice remodeled house 
near campus. Rather live alone? 
Quiet/near campus efficiency 
apartment. Reasonable rates. Vil-
lage Rentals 345-2516.
________________________ 4/18
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse. 
Call 24 hours for details
217-549-2668.
________________________ 4/19
1-2 BR on The Square - air, dish-
washer, carpet. $300-$450. Water 
and trash paid. 345-4010
________________________ 4/25
Fall 2016:  Very Nice 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, & 8 
BR Houses. 1 - 3 Blocks from Cam-
pus.  Rent includes lawn care, trash, 
and utility allowance.
217-493-7559.  myeiuhome.com
________________________ 4/29
Very nice 2 & 3 BR, 2 Bath furnished 
apartments behind McHugh’s. 
Rent includes cable and internet. 
Call 217-493-7559 or
myeiuhome.com
________________________ 4/29
www.CharlestonILApts.com
_________________________ 5/2
For Summer & Fall 2016 - 1, 2, 3 
and 4 BR Apts. 348-7746.
www.CharlestonILApts.com
_________________________ 5/2
STORAGE UNITS 4X12 TO 10X30 
348-7746
_________________________ 5/2
Nice 2 bedroom apartments conve-
niently located close to campus. 
carpet, tile, hardwood floors. We 
have options to meet your needs. 
Treat your feet to heated tile floors 
in the bathrooms on some units. 
Call us to discuss details at
(217) 345-6000
_________________________ 5/2
Large 1 bedroom units close to 
campus ranging from $475-$550 
per person. Laundry on site. Plenty 
of parking. Walk to campus. Attrac-
tive utility packages available. Call 
us to find your next home at
(217) 345-6000
_________________________ 5/2
3 and 4 bedroom units. Only a cou-
ple left. 1/2 block to campus, nice 
and spacious units. Call
(217) 345-6000 to discuss details.
_________________________ 5/2
For rent For rent For rent For rent
NEED TO FILL A POSITION?
Find your next great employee by placing a help 
wanted ad in the DEN!
Check out our multimedia 
content!
www.dailyeasternnews.com
Tweet
   Tweet
Follow the Daily Eastern 
News Twitter!
den_news
Stockdale said the hour 
change induces time manage-
ment skills, which includes put-
ting things off like doing home-
work later to go to the store be-
fore the bus stops its rounds.
 Neha Tamhane, a grad-
uate clinical psychology stu-
dent, said she was not surprised 
about the sudden change after 
spring break because the bus 
drivers made announcements 
before hand.
Tamhane said the shuttle 
was the only means of trans-
portation for most of the peo-
ple who use it and the reduc-
tion of hours does take a lot of 
freedom.
“There’s a lot of changing (to 
my schedule) that I have to do 
because now I have to go im-
mediately after class just to 
get back in time (for pickup),” 
Tamhane said.
Tamhane also pointed out 
the convenience the shuttle’s 
late night runs offered students 
who went out to parties.
“It was just a safe way to 
get back and now that safety is 
gone,” Tamhane said. 
Despite the frustration stu-
dents feel, they also said they 
feel just as bad for the drivers 
that cart them around. 
“I feel like it affects the driv-
ers also because they are getting 
less hours and not making as 
much money,” Stockdale said. 
Tamhane said the situation 
sucks not just for students but 
for the drivers as well. 
“The drivers are really nice 
and they go above and beyond 
for the students and I feel for 
them as well,” Tamhane said. 
Keigley said although the 
bus ends at nine, he still tells 
students at 8:20 p.m. that he 
will be picking them up from 
Wal-Mart at 9 p.m. and drop 
them off at their stops. 
“There’s almost always some-
body there (at Wal-Mart) wait-
ing to go home so I make a 
quick pass through the cam-
pus and drop them off,” Keigley 
said. “I don’t want to leave 
them there.”
Analicia Haynes can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or achaynes@eiu.edu.
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By Kaitlin Cordes
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The women’s tennis team com-
petes with Ohio Valley Conference 
rivals Southern Illinois-Edwards-
ville at 1 p.m. Wednesday on the 
Darling Courts.
The match will be the first mid-
week contest of the season for East-
ern.
The Panthers go into the match 
with an 11-5 overall record and 
5-1 record in the conference after 
a weekend of sweeps over Belmont 
and Tennessee State.
Sou the rn  I l l i no i s -Edward s -
ville improved to 13-4 on the sea-
son and 5-1 in the OVC, earning 
a sweep of their own over Belmont 
Saturday. 
The conference victory marks 
the fifth consecutive win for the 
Cougars.
The Cougars’ Madeline Hill won 
her 13th singles match against Bel-
mont and is currently undefeated 
in the OVC. Hill’s overall singles 
record is 26-5.
Mia Frogner was recently co-
awarded the OVC Female Athlete 
of the Week. Frogner is running on 
a four-match win streak with a sin-
gles record of 23-6 and a 15-2 dou-
bles record with her partner, Hill. 
The Cougars have recorded 131 
singles wins on the year and 61 in 
doubles.
Te n n e s s e e - M a r t i n  h a n d e d 
Southern I l l inois-Edwardsvi l le 
their lone conference loss so far 
this season. The matchup marked 
the first conference competition 
for the Cougars.
Frogner and Hill rolled through 
their doubles contest against Sar-
ah Candeloro and Jermima Potter, 
winning 6-2.
The Cougars posted wins in just 
half of their singles matches. Hill 
and Monique Krutak won their 
matchups within two sets, and Lexi 
Aranda took her match to three 
sets.
Tennessee-Martin traveled to 
Charleston in the middle of March 
and suffered a 4-1 loss to the Pan-
thers.
Eastern holds a perfect 4-0 home 
record, so home court may be to 
the Panthers’ advantage. The Cou-
gars are 4-2 in away matches.
The last time the two teams met, 
the match was at Edwardsville, and 
the Panthers walked away scoreless.
The only matchup the Panthers 
won was a doubles competition be-
tween juniors Kelly Iden and Ka-
mile Stadalninkaite and Krutak 
and Haley Ilcewicz.
Eastern Kentucky currently leads 
the conference with a 5-0 record. 
The second slot is a three-way tie 
between Southern I l l inois-Ed-
wardsville, Eastern and Tennessee-
Martin. 
Jacksonville State rounds out the 
top three with a 4-2 conference re-
cord.
Belmont and Southeastern Mis-
souri sit at the bottom of the list; 
the two teams have yet to win a 
conference contest.
Edwardsville leads the confer-
ence teams in overall wins with a 
77 winning percentage.
The Panthers have won 69 per-
cent of their overall matches and 
sit just below the Cougars in win-
ning percentile ranks. Eastern Ken-
tucky has won just over half of 
their matches this season.
Kaitlin Cordes can be reached 
at 581-2812 or krcordes@eiu.edu.
Women’s tennis set for midweek match against SIUE
By Maher Kawash
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
CHAMPAIGN — The Eastern 
baseball team wrapped up a five-
game road trip against the Univer-
sity of Illinois on Tuesday and came 
away with another loss. 
The Panthers led by two runs ear-
ly in the game, but that would not 
stand long as the Illini escaped with 
a 9-7 win on their home field. 
The loss dropped the Panthers to 
5-23 this season and improved the 
Illini to 12-14. 
“We have to score earlier,” East-
ern coach Jason Anderson said. 
“We’ve played 28 games now, and 
we still haven’t been able to knock a 
pitcher out early.”
Illinois scored five runs in the 
fifth inning to hold a 9-2 lead in 
the game, but Eastern did not give 
up.
The Panthers started to put to-
gether a comeback in the seventh 
inning. 
Senior Mitch Gasbarro doubled 
down the third base line in the sev-
enth to bring in two runs for East-
ern and close the deficit to five. 
A single from Matt Dunavant in 
the same inning brought Gasbarro 
home as the Panthers trailed 9-5. 
Eastern was not done there ei-
ther, as the eighth inning inched the 
Panthers closer to completing the 
comeback. 
Taylor tripled to center in the top 
half of the inning to score anoth-
er run, and he was brought in on a 
sac-fly RBI from Hennemann. 
But after cutting the lead to 9-7, 
the Panthers comeback stopped 
there. 
While Eastern’s offense could not 
muster enough runs on the day, it 
did produce plenty of hits. 
Every player in the Panthers’ line-
up had a hit in the game, and Gas-
barro and Morris were a couple of 
leaders on the offense. 
Gasbarro was 2-for-3 in the game 
with two RBIs, and Morris went 
3-for-4 at the plate. 
Hennemann had another solid 
performance at the plate as well go-
ing 1-for-2 while earning two walks 
and two RBIs. 
Taylor also played an important 
role at the plate for Eastern, go-
ing 2-for-4 with two RBIs and a 
run scored. Taylor and Hennemann 
have now reached base safely in 10 
straight games.
Senior Jake Johansmeier was the 
man on the mound for Eastern, and 
he was pinned with the loss. 
Johansmeier held the Illini to one 
run through the first three innings, 
but a two-run fourth inning was the 
deciding factor for the Eastern se-
nior. 
Those two runs in the fourth in-
ning came from the Illini catcher Ja-
son Goldstein’s two run homerun. 
Goldstein was a tough out in the 
game as he finished the day with 
three RBIs on two hits.
After allowing four runs on seven 
hits in four innings pitched, Johans-
meier was replaced by sophomore 
Jake Haberer. 
Haberer struggled on the mound 
for the Panthers as Illinois got to 
him for five runs in the fifth inning. 
Haberer allowed five runs on sev-
en hits against the nine batters he 
faced in one inning on the mound. 
“When we pitch well our offense 
and defense struggles, and when we 
score some runs then our pitching 
struggles,” Anderson said. 
That fifth inning proved to be 
the difference against the Illini as 
the Panthers comeback fell just 
short.
 
Maher Kawash can be reached 
at 581-2812 or mwkawash@eiu.edu.
Panthers take defeat in matchup against Illini
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Demetre Taylor slides home during the Panthers’ 9-7 loss against the Illini in Champaign Tuesday. Taylor had two 
runs, two hits and two RBI’s during the game.
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: Panthers’ comeback falls just short as they lose to Illinois 9-7.
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Senior first baseman Kylie Bennett 
has been doing better this year than 
she has in the past, she said. She has 
proven that by driving in 17 runs in 
28 games played. Bennett drove in 
13 runs in 36 games played in 2016. 
Bennett’s 17 RBIs is a team lead, 
four more than senior April Mar-
kowski, who has the second most on 
the team in 2016. Bennett and Mar-
kowski each have five home runs to 
lead the team. 
Heading into this past weekend’s 
series with Murray State, Bennett 
said she had been struggling at the 
plate. But in the final game of the se-
ries, she came through at the right 
time for the Panthers driving in the 
first run of the game, which turned 
out to be enough for the win. 
Bennett’s RBI in the first inning 
gave the Panthers a 1-0 lead, enough 
run support for sophomore pitch-
er Jessica Wireman to fire her fourth 
shutout of the season. 
Murray State was throwing Ben-
nett inside. Being a lefty, she tried 
to pull the ball to right field, but it 
just all comes down to the situation 
and where the pitchers are placing 
the ball. 
She went 1-2 in the game with the 
game winning RBI and a walk. 
When Bennett simplifies her 
game, she is at her best. 
“I put a lot of pressure on myself 
to do good and get these good hits,” 
Bennett said. “Honestly I just tell 
myself it’s a game and whatever hap-
pens, happens. Honestly, I truly don’t 
believe that in my heart because to 
(the team) it’s more than just a game. 
But if I got up there and I don’t care 
as much, I tend to get better hits that 
way. It’s crazy.” 
The success Bennett had in that 
game reassured her and gave her 
more confidence that she can still 
help out the team to win some 
games.
There are five seniors on the Pan-
thers’ roster this season, with four of 
them batting one after another. Ben-
nett bats clean-up, following Katie 
Watson, who bats third, and Haylee 
Beck, who bats second. Bennett pre-
cedes Markowski, who bats fifth. 
Markowski said having the four of 
them bat right after one another is 
nice, and she has confidence in Beck, 
Watson and Bennett to get hits and 
drive the runners in. 
“We just have fun together,” Mar-
kowski said. “Kylie and I shake hands 
before she goes to hit. It’s like a little 
routine of ours. Now we have Beck 
in the mix at that number two spot 
so I feel like it takes a lot of stress off 
of us because we have been playing 
together for so long we are just com-
fortable and confident in one anoth-
er.”
Bennett said the relationship she 
has with all of the seniors on the 
team is great. 
This includes Jennette Isaac, who 
is the other senior on the team.
Bennett is a lefty power hitter on 
the Panthers roster, but a lot of lefty 
hitters in softball are slap hitters. 
Isaac, freshman Kayla Bear and 
Beck are the other three usual start-
ing lefty hitters for the Panthers, usu-
ally approaching the plate as slap hit-
ters. 
“We always communicate with 
each other,” Bennett said. “This past 
weekend we saw a lot of drop balls, 
so we tell each other if the ump is 
calling the drop ball or not.
Especially for lefties. I’m lefty 
power so it’s kind of different what 
they’re throwing to lefty slappers, but 
I try to go off what they’re throwing 
to lefty slappers too.”
Bennett not only has surpassed 
her RBI season total, but she has al-
ready hit more homeruns this season 
in fewer games played. 
Her success so far this season also 
has come with her being more com-
fortable, and the team having good 
chemistry. 
To Eastern coach Angie Nich-
olson, Bennett’s personality is fi-
nally starting to come through, 
which has allowed her to have more 
fun in her final year as a Panther. 
“She is having fun this year,” Nich-
olson said. “I know I’m happy to see 
that from her. She’s just got a com-
pletely different outlook on things 
and we’re finally starting to see her 
personality come through.” 
Last season, Bennett struggled to 
get base hits, but has been seeing the 
ball better this season. It has really 
helped with her confidence, Nichol-
son said.
“Kylie has a ton of power and she 
knows that,” Nicholson said. “She 
knows if she can put the ball in play 
more, that power will be able to 
show.
Having gone through three years 
of playing at Eastern, Bennett has 
gotten a feel for some of the other 
team’s pitchers and will know who 
and what to expect when they play 
them, she said. 
Tennessee Tech’s lefty pitcher Dan-
ielle Liberatore has pitched against 
the Panthers in the past, so they had 
an idea of what was coming. Libera-
tore tends to throw drop balls. 
When facing a drop ball pitcher, 
Bennett moves up in the box to catch 
it before it breaks. 
The lefty vs. lefty matchup is a lit-
tle different for Bennett because most 
pitchers they face are right handed. 
After one time through she gets used 
to it, she said. 
Eastern will be facing a rise ball 
pitcher this weekend against East-
ern Kentucky, and Bennett has begun 
to prepare herself for it. Bennett is in 
the midst of her final season at East-
ern, which has motivated her to play 
better, not only for herself but for her 
parents as well.
“This is it. It’s now or never,” Ben-
nett said. “I think it’s really hard to 
think about how much time my par-
ents have spent with this sport, so it’s 
not only ending for me, it’s ending 
for them, too. I’m not just doing this 
for myself. I’m mostly doing it for 
my mom and dad.” 
While Bennett has been a big run 
producer this season, she dreams of 
coming to the plate with the bas-
es loaded with the chance to win the 
game, she said. 
Sean Hastings can be reached 
at 581-2812  or smhastings@eiu.edu.
Senior first baseman leads 
team in RBIs for final yearPUSH TO THE END:
•	 “Snapback” -Old Dominion
•	 “Mind Reader” -Dustin Lynch
•	 “Drunk on your Love”- Brett Eldredge
•	 “Company”- Justin Bieber
•	 “I Don’t Get Tired”- Kevin Gates
•	 Southern Illinois-
Edwardsville
•	 Tennessee-Martin
•	 Jacksonville State
•	 Anthony Rizzo
•	 Kris Bryant
•	 John Lester
•	 Jake Arrieta
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Senior first baseman Kylie Bennett is this week’s Top Cat. “I put a lot of pressure on myself to do good and get these good hits,” she said. 
SEAN HASTINGS | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Senior Kylie Bennett hits the ball to center field March 22. at Williams Field 
against Butler. Bennett leads the team with 17 RBIs.
